We report new spectroscopic and photometric observations of the parent stars of the recently discovered transiting planets TrES-3 and TrES-4. A detailed abundance analysis based on high-resolution spectra yields [Fe/H] = −0.19 ± 0.08, T eff = 5650 ± 75 K, and log g = 4.4 ± 0.1 for TrES-3, and [Fe/H] = +0.14 ± 0.09, T eff = 6200 ± 75 K, and log g = 4.0±0.1 for TrES-4. The accuracy of the effective temperatures is supported by a number of independent consistency checks. The spectroscopic orbital solution for TrES-3 is improved with our new radial-velocity measurements of that system, as are the light-curve parameters for both systems based on newly acquired photometry for TrES-3 and a reanalysis of existing photometry for TrES-4. We have redetermined the stellar parameters taking advantage of the strong constraint provided by the light curves in the form of the normalized separation a/R ⋆ (related to the stellar density) in conjunction 
Introduction
The 40 transiting planet systems confirmed as of August 2008 1 show a remarkable diversity of properties, which is indicative of the complexity of planet formation and evolution processes. Many different follow-up studies enabled by the special orientation of these systems (e.g., Queloz et al. 2000; Charbonneau et al. 2002 Charbonneau et al. , 2005 Knutson et al. 2007; Tinetti et al. 2007 , see Charbonneau et al. 2007 for a review) have brought about rapid improvements in evolutionary models of planet interiors and atmospheres (Baraffe et al. 2004 ; Lecavelier des Etangs 2006; Guillot et al. 2006; Burrows et al. 2007 ). The increasing predictive power of these models is beginning to drive even more challenging observations. On the other hand, the precision and accuracy with which the most basic planet properties such as the mass and radius can be determined is currently limited by our knowledge of the properties of the host stars. Significant uncertainties remain in the stellar mass and radius determinations of many systems. In some cases this is due to poorly determined photospheric properties (mainly temperature and metallicity), and in others to a lack of an accurate luminosity estimate. Additionally, the variety of methodologies used for these determinations and the different approaches towards systematic errors have resulted in a rather inhomogeneous set of planet properties, as discussed by Torres et al. (2008) . This complicates the interpretation of patterns and correlations that are being proposed (e.g., Mazeh et al. 2005; Guillot et al. 2006; Hansen & Barman 2007) . Recent improvements in the analysis techniques have the potential to increase the accuracy of the stellar and planetary parameters significantly, especially for the large majority without a direct distance estimate. In particular, the application of the constraint on the stellar density that comes directly from the transit light curves has been shown to be superior to the use of other indicators of luminosity such as the surface gravity (log g) determined spectroscopically (Sozzetti et al. 2007; Holman et al. 2007 ). Torres et al. (2008) have recently reanalyzed a large subset of the known transiting planets, incorporating these improvements and applying a uniform methodology to all systems.
In the present work we focus on two of the recently discovered transiting systems, TrES-3 (O'Donovan et al. 2007) and TrES-4 (Mandushev et al. 2007) , which lack accurate estimates for the photospheric properties of the parent stars and as a result have more uncertain stellar and planetary parameters. To improve upon these properties, we present new radial-velocity and photometric observations of TrES-3 with which we refine both the light curve solution and the spectroscopic orbit. We also carry out a reanalysis of existing TrES-4 photometry utilizing a technique which treats stellar limb darkening using adjustable parameters. We perform the first detailed spectroscopic determination of the photospheric properties of both stars, and we make use of the constraint on the stellar density mentioned above to infer more accurate values for the stellar and planetary masses and radii. Our paper is organized as follows. In § 2 we summarize the observations. In § 3 we present our effective temperature and metallicity determinations, along with several consistency checks aimed at establishing the accuracy of the temperatures. In § 4 we report an updated spectroscopic orbital solution for TrES-3, and the light curve solutions for both systems are discussed in § 5. Section 6 then describes our determination of the stellar masses and radii, which in turn lead to refined values for the planetary parameters over those reported in the discovery papers. We conclude in § 7 by providing a summary of our results and by discussing whether the properties of the host stars give any useful clues on the origin of the strongly contrasting densities of their close-in gas giant planets, particularly in comparison with the other known transiting planet systems.
Observations

New radial velocities for TrES-3
High-resolution, high-SNR (signal-to-noise ratio) spectroscopic observations of TrES-3 were obtained in July and September 2007 with the HIRES spectrograph on the Keck I telescope (Vogt et al. 1994) , using essentially the same setup as in the discovery paper. The spectra cover the effective wavelength range ∼3200-8800Å, and an iodine (I 2 ) gas absorption cell placed in front of the spectrograph slit was used to superimpose a dense set of narrow molecular lines between ∼5000Å and ∼6000Å. This iodine spectrum provides a stable wavelength reference and a means of monitoring the instrumental profile that are crucial for achieving precise radial velocity determinations. The observations were reduced and extracted using the MAKEE software written by T. Barlow. We obtained 4 spectra with typical exposure times of 15 min resulting in SNRs of ∼100 pixel −1 , which we combined with the discovery observations reported by O'Donovan et al. (2007) for a total of 11 iodine spectra.
Precise radial velocities were measured following a procedure based on the methodology developed for the AFOE spectrograph (Korzennik et al. 2000) , and adapted for the processing of HIRES spectra. Conceptually, the method models the observed star and I 2 spectrum by using templates for the stellar and I 2 spectra. This model includes physically motivated parameters that describe the spatial and temporal variations of the instrument, including the instrumental profile, as well as the sought-after relative Doppler shift with respect to the stellar template. The model parameters are adjusted to minimize the difference between the model and the observations in a least-squares sense, down to the Poisson noise. The stellar template is estimated by deconvolving an observation taken without superimposing I 2 , whereas the template for the I 2 is based on a high-resolution and high SNR scan of the gas cell using the Fourier Transform Spectrometer on the McMath Solar Telescope at the Kitt Peak Observatory (see Butler et al. 1996) . Each spectral order is modeled as a whole but analyzed independently. The final radial velocities are estimated from the mean of the Doppler shifts computed for each order and their uncertainties from the standard deviation of that mean. The resulting velocities, expressed in the solar system barycentric frame, along with their associated formal errors are reported in Table 1 . These measurements include and supersede the velocities presented in the discovery paper, and they also correct a minor error in the previously published dates of observation. The revised orbital solution is presented and discussed in § 4.
Differential photometry: new TrES-3 data and revisited TrES-4 data
In addition to the photometric measurements presented in the discovery paper , we have collected six other high-cadence, high-precision transit light-curves of TrES-3. One was obtained in the V band on UT 2007 April 23 using the CCD camera of the IAC80 telescope at the Observatorio del Teide, Tenerife, Spain, and the other five were gathered using KeplerCam (see, e.g., Holman et al. 2006 ) at the FLWO 1.2-m telescope: two in the Sloan g and r bands on UT 2007 April 25 and 2008 March 27, and the remaining three in the i band on UT 2008 March 9, April 12, and May 8. On all nights conditions were quite good, except for the presence of high cirrus and highly variable seeing on UT 2008 April 12. The transits were observed at airmasses ranging between ∼1.00 and ∼1.80.
All datasets were reduced using standard calibration techniques (overscan correction, trimming, bias subtraction, flat fielding). We then performed aperture photometry of TrES-3 and between 10 and 30 comparison stars, depending on the filter and exposure time. We experimented with different choices for the aperture size, comparison star ensemble, and weighting of the comparison stars, aiming for the smallest out-of-transit (OOT) RMS. In practice, the best aperture size was approximately twice the FWHM of the stellar image on each night, and the best results were obtained using a straight average of the normalized light curves of the comparison stars. As for the formal errors on each photometric data point, we used the product of the OOT RMS of each lightcurve and the factor β 1, used to account for departures from Gaussian ("white") uncorrelated noise (see, e.g., Winn et al. 2008b ).
For consistency, we also re-processed in the same way the two discovery light-curves of TrES-3 presented in O'Donovan et al. (2007) , as well as the three photometric datasets utilized by Mandushev et al. (2007) in their discovery announcement of TrES-4.
The main characteristics of the TrES-3 and TrES-4 light-curves are summarized in Table 2 .
The final set of photometric time-series of TrES-3 in all filters (including the discovery data) is available in machine-readable form in the electronic version of Table 3 , and is plotted in Figure 1 . Table 4 reports all photometric data for TrES-4, which are shown graphically in Figure 2. 3. Atmospheric parameters and age constraints 3.1. Spectroscopic abundance analysis A detailed abundance analysis was carried out using the Keck/HIRES template spectra of TrES-3 and TrES-4. The stellar atmosphere parameters T eff , log g, and [Fe/H] were determined using standard methodology (e.g., Gonzalez & Lambert 1996; Gonzalez et al. 2001; Santos et al. 2004 ), which we summarize as follows. Equivalent widths (EWs) for a set of relatively weak Fe I and Fe II lines were measured manually in the Keck spectra using the splot task in IRAF (see, e.g., Sozzetti et al. 2004 , and references therein, for details on the specific choice of lines). These were then used together with a grid of Kurucz ATLAS plane-parallel stellar model atmospheres (Kurucz 1993) as inputs to the 2002 version of the MOOG spectral synthesis code (Sneden 1973) 2 . Atmospheric parameters were derived under the assumption of local thermodynamic equilibrium (LTE), imposing excitation and ionization balance. Formal uncertainties on T eff , log g, and microturbulent velocity ξ t were derived using the approach described in Neuforge & Magain (1997) and Gonzalez & Vanture (1998) , while the nominal uncertainty for [Fe/H] corresponds to the scatter obtained from the Fe I lines rather than the formal error of the mean. The resulting set of parameters for TrES-3 is T eff = 5650 ± 75 K, log g = 4.4 ± 0.1, ξ t = 0.85 ± 0.05 km s −1 , and [Fe/H] = −0.19 ± 0.08, and for TrES-4 we obtain T eff = 6200 ± 75 K, log g = 4.0 ± 0.1, ξ t = 1.50 ± 0.05 km s −1 , and [Fe/H] = +0.14 ± 0.09. These values are collected in Table 7 and Table 8 , respectively.
As a check, the manual EW measurements used above were compared against the results from the automated software ARES 3 , made available to the community by Sousa et al. (2007) . Figure 3 shows the comparison between the EWs measured for TrES-3 using ARES and those from the manual approach with IRAF. The top panel indicates excellent agreement between the two; the linear fit has a slope of 1.011. There are no significant correlations with the Fe I line strength (see middle panel): the fractional difference between EWs measured by the two methods has a probability of no correlation of 0.1. Finally, the histogram in the bottom panel shows there is no appreciable systematic difference between the methods. The mean difference and scatter are only 0.67 mÅ and 2.6 mÅ, respectively, which are smaller than found by Sousa et al. (2007) from a similar comparison between FEROS, HARPS and UVES spectra. Consequently, the results of the abundance analysis with MOOG using EWs measured with ARES are virtually identical to those presented earlier.
Following Gonzalez (2008) we also synthesized a number of unblended Fe I lines in the template spectra of both TrES-3 and TrES-4, and determined projected rotational velocities of v sin i = 1.5 ± 1.0 km s −1 and v sin i = 8.5 ± 0.5 km s −1 , respectively.
Our new determinations of the atmospheric parameters for the parent stars of TrES-3 and TrES-4 are generally in good agreement with the values reported by O'Donovan et al. (2007) and Mandushev et al. (2007) , the main difference being that those authors assumed [Fe/H] = 0.0 in their studies, whereas we find significant departures from solar metallicity in both stars.
External checks on T eff
We describe here additional estimates of the effective temperature for TrES-3 and TrES-4 that serve to test the accuracy of our determinations above.
CfA spectroscopy
Both planet host stars were observed spectroscopically with the Center for Astrophysics (CfA) Digital Speedometer (Latham 1992) as part of the regular follow-up after the discovery of photometric signals suggesting transits. These observations cover 45Å in a single echelle order centered at 5187Å, and have λ/∆λ ≈ 35,000. While this resolving power is moderately high, the SNRs of the spectra are low, ranging from 7 to 13 per resolution element of 8.5 km s −1 for the 13 exposures of TrES-3, and SNRs of 11-13 for the 7 exposures of TrES-4. Nevertheless, useful information on the stellar properties can be extracted from these spectra as described by Torres et al. (2002) . Briefly, the observed spectra are cross-correlated against a library of synthetic spectra based on Kurucz model atmospheres (see Nordström et al. 1994; Latham et al. 2002) , calculated over a wide range of values of T eff , log g, [Fe/H], and rotational velocity V rot . The combination of parameters yielding the highest correlation averaged over all exposures is adopted as a representation of the properties of the star. Due to the narrow wavelength range and limited SNRs, the first three of the above properties are typically strongly correlated and are difficult to determine simultaneously. Given these constraints, in the discovery papers we initially held the metallicity fixed at the solar value for both stars. For TrES-3, which our Keck spectroscopy indicates is slightly metal-poor, we repeated the above determination using a fixed metallicity of [Fe/H] = −0.5, and interpolated T eff and log g to the precise composition from Table 7 . We obtained T eff = 5530±130 K and log g = 4.45±0.17, where the uncertainties include contributions both from the error in the adopted [Fe/H] and the internal errors. The temperature as well as the surface gravity are consistent with the Keck determinations, within the uncertainties. Similarly for TrES-4 we repeated the determinations for [Fe/H] = +0.5, given the metal-rich composition indicated by the Keck spectroscopy, and interpolated to the intermediate value from Table 8 . The results are T eff = 6270 ± 150 K and log g = 3.96 ± 0.17, which are once again in good agreement with the more reliable estimate from Keck.
Line depth ratios
While the temperature determinations discussed so far are implicitly based on the strength of the spectral lines, Gray & Johanson (1991) have demonstrated that highly precise information can also be extracted using the ratio of the depths of two spectral lines having different sensitivity to temperature. However, rather than yielding absolute temperatures, this technique in its original formulation only measures changes in temperature, albeit with extremely high precision often reaching a few Kelvin (see, e.g., Gray 1994; Catalano et al. 2002; Kovtyukh et al. 2003) . Absolute temperatures can still be obtained with recourse to external color-temperature calibrations, since line-depth ratios (LDRs) are usually strongly correlated with the color index of the star. The accuracy of such T eff determinations is then limited by the calibrations themselves. Biazzo et al. (2007) have presented LDR-T eff calibrations based on 26 carefully selected lines of Fe, V, Sc, Si, and Ni in the spectral interval 6190-6280Å, grouped into 16 line pairs. These calibrations are valid for stars with temperatures between ∼3800 K and ∼6000 K, so unfortunately the technique is not applicable to TrES-4. For TrES-3 we measured all 26 lines in our high-SNR Keck template spectrum, and adopted the Biazzo et al. (2007) calibrations appropriate for stars with rotational velocities of 10 km s −1 (very close to the v sin i value reported by Mandushev et al. (2007) and obtained also in this work). The temperature scale of these relations relies on a transformation between B − V and T eff by Gray (2005) , which makes use of a mixture of dwarf and giant temperatures obtained by many different methods and does not account for differences in metallicity. For the present work we have preferred to use more sophisticated color-temperature relations such as those by Ramírez & Meléndez (2005) and Casagrande et al. (2006) , which account not only for luminosity class but include also metallicity terms, and are based on effective temperatures derived homogeneously by the Infrared Flux Method. The conversion from the LDR-based T eff inferred from the Biazzo et al. (2007) relations back to an average color for the star using the Gray (2005) prescription gives B−V = 0.641 ± 0.007. Our two preferred color-temperature relations mentioned above then yield a weighted average temperature of T eff = 5710 ± 70 K for TrES-3, in which the uncertainty includes observational errors propagated from the LDR measurements as well as the scatter of the calibrations. This result is consistent with our more direct estimate in § 3.1.
H α line profiles
As is well known, the wings of the H α line (but not its core, formed higher up in the atmosphere under non-LTE conditions) are very sensitive to T eff variations, but are relatively insensitive to changes in log g and [Fe/H] (see, e.g., Sozzetti et al. 2007; Santos et al. 2006 , and references therein). This allows for a useful consistency check on our T eff estimates above. We compared the observed H α line profiles in our Keck template spectra of TrES-3 and TrES-4 against synthetic profiles for solar-metallicity dwarfs ([Fe/H] = 0.0, log g = 4.5) from the Kurucz database. The results of this exercise are displayed in Figure 4 , in which 10Å regions centered on H α are shown for each star together with four calculated profiles for different values of T eff . In both cases the temperatures one would infer from these comparisons agree well with the estimates reported in Table 7 and Table 8 .
Photometric estimates
An additional check on the effective temperatures is available from the multi-color photometry for TrES-3 and TrES-4. Measurements in Johnson BV , Cousins RI, and 2MASS JHK s were used to derive seven color indices for TrES-3, and nine for TrES-4 when considering also the B T and V T measurements from the Tycho-2 catalog (Høg et al. 2000) . The calibrations by Ramírez & Meléndez (2005) and Casagrande et al. (2006) then yielded weighted average temperatures of 5390 ± 50 K and 6135 ± 50 K for TrES-3 and TrES-4, respectively, ignoring extinction and adopting [Fe/H] in each case as determined in § 3.1. The uncertainties include photometric errors and metallicity errors, as well as the scatter of the calibrations, but exclude unquantified systematic errors in the calibrations themselves. These temperatures are 260 K and 65 K cooler than our spectroscopic determinations above. They can be reconciled with the values in § 3.1 if we assume the presence of reddening, and correct each of the indices. For TrES-4 the required value of E(B−V ) is hardly significant (0.013±0.010 mag), but for TrES-3 we obtain E(B−V ) = 0.071±0.013 mag. 4 For comparison, the reddening maps of Burstein & Heiles (1982) and Schlegel et al. (1998) indicate a total reddening along the line of sight to each star of only E(B −V ) ∼ 0.028 mag, and similar results are obtained from the model of Galactic dust distribution by Drimmel & Spergel (2001) . This is not inconsistent with the small value we infer for TrES-4, but it is much smaller than our estimate for TrES-3. Possible explanations include patchy interstellar material combined with the relatively coarse resolution of these maps (a few arc minutes for Schlegel et al. 1998) , or perhaps the presence of circumstellar material in TrES-3.
Constraints on the age
The reliability of age indicators for stars older than 1-2 Gyr, such as chromospheric activity and lithium (Li) abundance, as well as their interagreement, have been the subject of much debate in the literature (e.g., Pace & Pasquini 2004; Lambert & Reddy 2004; Song et al. 2004; Sestito & Randich 2005; Sestito et al. 2006) . The difficulties are due to many factors, including (but not limited to) non-trivial correlations between chromospheric activity, rotation, mass, and age, limited availability of activity estimates averaged over entire stellar activity cycles 5 , insufficient understanding of the temporal evolution of Li depletion due to the complex interplay between various processes (e.g., convection, mixing, diffusion, mass loss), and non-negligible differences in the observed behavior of chromospheric activity and Li depletion as a function of mass, age, and chemical abundance between stars in young and old clusters, and in the field.
We have nonetheless attempted to use the Ca II activity indicator and the lithium abundance as measured in our HIRES spectra of TrES-3 and TrES-4 to provide independent constraints for comparison with the formal age estimates determined below from evolutionary models (see § 6), as well as to search for possible peculiarities of these two planet hosts compared to other samples of stars with and without planets. Figure 5 shows a region of the HIRES template spectra for each star centered on the Ca II H line. Clear emission is seen in the core of the line of TrES-3, but not in TrES-4. Following the procedure outlined in Sozzetti et al. (2004) we measured the chromospheric emission ratio log R ′ HK , corrected for the photospheric contribution, from the Ca II H and K lines in each of our spectra. We obtained log R ′ HK = −4.54 ± 0.13 and log R ′ HK = −5.11 ± 0.15 for TrES-3 and TrES-4, respectively. TrES-3 thus appears moderately active, while TrES-4 is quite the opposite. The resulting chromospheric age estimates, using the relations summarized in Wright et al. (2004) , are t = 0.9 ± 0.7 Gyr for TrES-3 and t = 9.4 ± 1.7 Gyr for TrES-4.
In Figure 6 we show the results of the spectral synthesis of a 10Å region centered on the Li λ6707.8 line, using the atmospheric parameters derived from the Fe-line analysis and the line list of Reddy et al. (2002) . The two panels display the comparison between the observed spectra and three synthetic spectra, each differing only in the assumed Li abundance. Neither star shows a measurable Li line, and we can only place upper limits of log ǫ(Li) < 1.0 and log ǫ(Li) < 1.5 for TrES-3 and TrES-4, respectively. By comparison with average Li abundance curves as a function of effective temperature for clusters of different ages (Sestito & Randich 2005) , one would infer a rather old age for TrES-3 of t 4 Gyr, nominally inconsistent with the estimate above from the Ca II activity index. Based on its Li the object appears decidedly older than Hyades stars of the same T eff , and this argument is corroborated (e.g., Pace & Pasquini 2004 ) by the small v sin i we measure (see Table 7 ). For TrES-4, the age inferred from the Sestito & Randich (2005) relations is t > 5 Gyr, which is in qualitative agreement with the absence of significant chromospheric activity as well as with the inferred value of the surface gravity (see Table 8 ), which indicates the star is somewhat evolved. The measured Li abundance for TrES-3 is in line with values determined by Israelian et al. (2004) for a sub-sample of nearby planet hosts with the same T eff , while TrES-4 appears more depleted than other planet hosts of similar T eff , log g, and [Fe/H]. We discuss briefly in § 7 some implications of these findings in the broader context of the existence of chemical peculiarities in 5 One can appreciate how sensitive the age can be to activity cycles by considering the temporal evolution of the activity levels in the Sun, with values of log R ′ HK that range from −5.10 to −4.75. These correspond to ages of ∼ 8 Gyr and ∼ 2.5 Gyr, respectively (see, e.g., Henry et al. 1996) . planet hosts in comparison with stars without detected planets.
From the measurements in this section we conclude that the above results are consistent with the notion that neither star is very young (t > 1-2 Gyr), that TrES-3 is likely to be of intermediate age (∼3 Gyr), and that TrES-4 appears older and more evolved.
Revised spectroscopic orbital solution for TrES-3
Using the radial velocities presented in § 2.1 we have updated the orbital solution given by O'Donovan et al. (2007) , adopting the improved ephemeris described below in § 5.1. A Keplerian circular orbit was adjusted to the data, and the results may be seen in Table 9 and are shown graphically in Figure 7 . As found also by O'Donovan et al. (2007) , the solution gives a scatter that is larger than expected from the internal velocity errors. This is most likely due to velocity "jitter" associated with chromospheric activity. If we model this as excess scatter to be added quadratically to the internal errors, we find that the amount of jitter required to produce a reduced χ 2 value near unity is ∼18.5 m s −1 . External estimates of the jitter for TrES-3 can be made on the basis of the spectral type, the measured value of v sin i = 1.5 ± 1.0 km s −1 , and the activity index log R ′ HK = −4.54 ± 0.13, and vary considerably but generally range from about 5 to 20 m s −1 (Saar et al. 1998; Santos et al. 2000; Paulson et al. 2002; Wright 2005) . These estimates are thus consistent with our findings. Nevertheless, as a test we also modeled the data with an eccentric orbit but did not obtain much improvement, and the result for the eccentricity was not significantly different from zero (e = 0.015 ± 0.019). There are no indications of long-term variations in the observations at hand.
For TrES-4 we adopt in the following the spectroscopic orbit by Mandushev et al. (2007) , since the radial-velocity material has not changed. For clarity, the orbital solution is reported again in Table 10 .
Light-curve analysis
The analysis of the differential photometry for TrES-3 and TrES-4 was carried out in essentially the same manner as described in Torres et al. (2008) . We refer the reader to that paper for the details. Given that we have multiple light curves for each system, we first determined the individual times of transit as described below in order to improve the ephemeris, and we subsequently refined the light-curve parameters.
Transit timings
To determine the center of each measured transit event we initially adopted the light-curve parameters from the discovery papers. For TrES-3, we adopted a quadratic limb darkening (LD) law with coefficients from Claret (2004) , interpolated to the values T eff = 5650 K, log g = 4.40 dex, [M/H] = −0.2 dex, and ξ t = 2.0 km s −1 . All LD coefficients for the various filters are reported in Table 5 . We fitted each light curve individually to solve only for the time of transit center T c and also a linear function of time (two parameters) to describe the OOT flux (the slope in the OOT flux accounts for systematic errors, including differential extinction). The measured mid-transit times are presented in Table 6 . We then fitted a straight line to the central times of the eight transits of the form T c (E) = T c (0) + E · P and derived the following new ephemeris (which we report in Table 9 ): T c = 2454185.9104 ± 0.0001 (HJD), P = 1.30618581 ± 0.00000051 days. With a number of degrees of freedom ν = 6, the resulting reduced χ 2 /ν = 5.87 indicates a rather poor fit. The transit timing residuals for TrES-3 are shown in Figure 8 . There are four outliers at the 2-3.5σ level. This could be seen as evidence suggesting that the period is not constant. Alternatively, the errors might have been underestimated. The data available are not enough to draw any significant conclusion on the nature of these variations, but clearly additional observations are warranted. We leave for a future study the evaluation of the dynamical interpretation and significance of the transit times, as was done, for example, by Steffen & Agol (2005) for TrES-1 and by Diaz et al. (2008) for OGLE-TR-111b.
Similarly for TrES-4, we re-fitted the three discovery light-curves using the Claret (2004) LD coefficients listed in Table 5 appropriate for T eff = 6200 K, log g = 4.00 dex, [M/H]= +0.1 dex, and ξ t = 2.0 km s −1 . The corresponding times of transit center, derived with the same procedure adopted for TrES-3, are presented in Table 6 . Given the short time baseline of these observations, we did not derive a new ephemeris for the system, but for the purpose of the analysis presented in the next Section we simply adopted the Mandushev et al. (2007) values of P and T c .
Light-curve system parameters
Next, for both TrES-3 and TrES-4 we locked the transit times and OOT baseline functions at the values indicated above and then, under the assumption of a circular orbit, we fitted all light curves simultaneously using the algorithm by Mandel & Agol (2002) to derive the relevant quantities radius ratio R p /R ⋆ (where R p and R ⋆ are the planetary and stellar radius, respectively), inclination i, projected separation a/R ⋆ (where a is the semi-major axis), and impact parameter b ≡ a cos i/R ⋆ . For TrES-3 we found R p /R ⋆ = 0.1654 ± 0.0018, i = 81.
• 83 ± 0. Recent studies of transiting exoplanets light curves (e.g., Southworth 2008, and references therein) have highlighted some issues related to how much effect different treatments of limb darkening can have on the light-curve solutions. In particular, these do not appear to be significantly affected by the specific choice of the LD law, while fixing the LD coefficients to their theoretical values seems to result in significantly smaller uncertainties in the fitted parameters with respect to the case in which the LD coefficients are also adjusted during the fitting procedure. The above results were obtained keeping all LD coefficients fixed. We decided to investigate the effect of fitting for the LD coefficients in the following way. Given the quality of the data available to us, we can only fit for one coefficient (or one combination of the two coefficients). We chose to fix the quadratic coefficient u 2 and solve for the linear coefficient u 1 . We found that allowing complete freedom in the linear coefficient resulted in "unphysical" solutions (e.g., largely negative coefficients). Southworth (2008) found that the fitted LD coefficients are usually within 0.1-0.2 of the theoretical Claret values, and that is consistent with our experience (see, e.g., Winn et al. 2007 ). We then decided to use an a priori constraint enforcing an agreement of ∼ 0.2, modifying the merit function as follows:
where f obs j is the stellar flux observed at time j, σ j its corresponding error, f calc j is the model value, u is the adjustable linear LD coefficient, and u 1 its theoretical value (appropriate for each band-pass). Furthermore, for TrES-3 all three i-band light curves were required to agree on the LD parameter, and the same requirement was set on the two z-band light curves for TrES-4. The results for the TrES-3 system parameters in this case were R p /R ⋆ = 0.1655 ± 0.0020, i = 81.
• 85 ± 0.
• 16, and a/R ⋆ = 5.926 ± 0.056. For TrES-4, we obtained R p /R ⋆ = 0.09921 ± 0.00085, i = 82.
• 59 ± 0.
• 40, and a/R ⋆ = 5.94 ± 0.21.
In both cases, the agreement between the system parameters derived keeping the LD coefficients fixed and those when the LD coefficients are part of the solution was excellent, with only a slight increase in the estimated uncertainties for the latter case. Indeed, as already noted by Southworth (2008) , fixing the LD coefficients at their theoretically predicted values does not appear to significantly bias the results. However, in the interest of providing more conservative error estimates, we believe that, for the purpose of the analysis of high-quality light-curves such as the ones presented in this paper, a procedure that treats LD coefficients as adjustable parameters is preferable. Based on the above considerations, for both TrES-3 and TrES-4 we elected to include in Table 9 and Table 10 the values of the systems parameters obtained from the light-curve analysis in the case in which the linear LD coefficient was allowed to float. We note that this approach provides a departure from the Torres et al. (2008) analysis.
Stellar and planetary parameters
The revised spectroscopic determinations of T eff and [Fe/H], along with the new spectroscopic orbital solution for TrES-3 and the light curve fits presented above, allow us to refine the determination of the stellar and planetary properties for both systems. To establish the properties of the parent stars we rely on stellar evolution models by Yi et al. (2001) and Demarque et al. (2004) . We make explicit use of the constraint on the stellar density provided by the light-curve quantity a/R ⋆ , as described by Sozzetti et al. (2007) . The procedure follows closely that given in the previous citation. Briefly, we seek the best match (in a χ 2 sense) between the measured {T eff , [Fe/H], a/R ⋆ } and points on a finely interpolated grid of isochrones spanning a wide range of metallicities and ages. Two minor improvements in this procedure, described in more detail by Torres et al. (2008) , have to do with the weighting of each point sampled along the isochrones according to the distance in T eff -[Fe/H]-a/R ⋆ space compared to the observed values, and an additional weighting according to the likelihood that the star is in a particular evolutionary state. The latter effect is accounted for by multiplying the first weight by the expected number density of stars at each location in the H-R diagram, according to an adopted Initial Mass Function (which in this case is simply a power law with a Salpeter index). The impact of these weighting factors is generally minor.
The results for the stellar properties of TrES-3 and TrES-4 are presented in Table 7 and Table 8 . The distance estimate to TrES-3 accounts for interstellar extinction (A V = 3.1 · E(B − V ) = 0.22± 0.04 mag), as described in § 3.2.4. For both stars the surface gravity inferred from the models is typically much more accurate than the spectroscopic gravity determination, showing the power of the constraint on the luminosity and size of the star afforded by a/R ⋆ . The results for both TrES-3 and TrES-4 supersede those given recently by Torres et al. (2008) because of the new photometry and radial velocities contributed here in the former case, and the new light-curve solutions for both systems. The evolutionary ages for the two stars are qualitatively consistent with our conclusions from § 3.3, but are somewhat more uncertain in the case of TrES-3. Finally, using the distance estimates inferred in this work, the UCAC2 proper motion components (Zacharias et al. 2004) reported by O'Donovan et al. (2007) and Mandushev et al. (2007) .9] km s −1 for TrES-3 and TrES-4, respectively (where U is taken to be positive toward the Galactic anticenter). We collect these results along with the other properties derived previously in Table 7 and Table 8 .
The planet parameters follow from the stellar properties and the results of the transit light curve and spectroscopic orbits, and are presented in Table 9 and Table 10 . For TrES-3, our planetary mass and radius are significantly larger compared with the determinations in the discovery paper and in Torres et al. (2008) . This is due in part to the increased mass and radius for the parent star, but also to the larger radius ratio based on the new photometry.
Summary and discussion
Our detailed spectroscopic analyses of TrES-3 and TrES-4 have yielded accurate values of the atmospheric properties (T eff and [Fe/H]), which are critical for establishing the fundamental properties of the hosts. The accuracy of the temperatures is supported by a number of independent checks (low-resolution spectroscopy, line-depth ratios, H α line profiles, color-temperature calibrations) that gives us confidence that the inferred stellar properties are reliable. We find that TrES-3 is a main-sequence G dwarf with a metallicity about 1.5 times lower than the Sun's, not a very common occurence among exoplanets hosts. TrES-4 is a somewhat evolved late F star that is nearing the end of its main-sequence phase, and is slightly enhanced in its iron content with respect to the solar abundance.
The agreement we find between age indicators for TrES-3 and TrES-4 based on measurements of the Ca II activity levels, the lithium abundances, and rotation, and the evolutionary age inferred from the models is fair, although, as discussed in § 3.3, the reliability of empirical age estimates for stars that are not young (t 1 Gyr) is somewhat questionable. The model estimates themselves are not without their problems. Nevertheless, we conclude the stars are 1-3 Gyr old. Neither star stands out as peculiar when compared with other planet hosts with similar physical properties. In TrES-3 the small v sin i value and the fact that we can only place an upper limit on the Li abundance are consistent with the notion that planet hosts with T eff similar to the Sun appear to rotate more slowly and are more Li-depleted than stars without detected planets. As pointed out recently (Gonzalez 2008 , and references therein), this evidence suggests that a planet-forming disk may induce additional rotational braking, leading to enhanced mixing in the stellar envelope, which in turn accelerates the destruction of lithium. TrES-4, on the other hand, does not seem consistent with the claim by Gonzalez (2008) that hotter planet hosts with T eff 6100 K have higher Li abundances, possibly due to self-enrichment processes. It is worth keeping in mind, however, that these discrepancies may not be significant given the large spread in the Li abundance for field stars with the temperature and mass of TrES-4 (e.g., Lambert & Reddy 2004) . New investigations on these issues are clearly needed based on uniform analyses of large samples of planet hosts and statistically significant, well-defined control samples of stars without detected planets.
New radial-velocity measurements for TrES-3 presented here have enabled us to revise the spectroscopic orbit for that system. We detect no indication of any longer-term variations in the radial velocities that might suggest the presence of another body in the system. However, the small number of observations and their limited time span of only 6 months emphasize the need for continued Doppler monitoring of this and other transiting planet systems to investigate the possibility of additional companions. In stark contrast to the considerable ground-based and space-based efforts invested in studying in great detail the atmospheric properties of many of these objects, which have undoubtedly led to tremendous insights into their structure, formation, and evolution, the amount of radial-velocity data available for transiting planets is meager, and often does not go beyond the handful of observations published in the discovery papers. Interest in the radial velocities seems to be quickly lost. It should be pointed out that the frequency of close-in giant planets (P < 10 day) with additional massive planets in outer orbits (up to the detection limit of today's Doppler surveys, ∼ 4 AU; see, e.g., Butler et al. 2006 , and references therein) is about 12% (8 out of 70 systems discovered via RV methods), and it would therefore be wise to continue the velocity monitoring of some of the transiting systems. If additional planets in a transiting system were detected, they might also be found to undergo transits, and such a discovery would allow us to constrain structural models for gas giants akin to Jupiter or Saturn, and open exciting opportunities for additional investigations with present (Spitzer) and upcoming (JWST) space-borne observatories.
Accurate stellar properties for TrES-3 and TrES-4 have been derived here following the approach described in Sozzetti et al. (2007) and Holman et al. (2007) , comparing the spectroscopically determined T eff and [Fe/H] values along with the photometrically measured a/R ⋆ with current stellar evolution models. These properties have in turn allowed us to refine the determination of the mass and radius of the planets. In particular, we confirm that TrES-4 is the planet with the largest radius among the currently known transiting hot Jupiters.
Recently, Winn et al. (2008a) derived upper limits on the albedo of TrES-3 based on the nondetection of occultations observed at optical wavelengths. Our findings are relevant to this study in two ways. Firstly, they strengthen the case for a circular orbit, which is important because if the orbit is eccentric then it would be possible that Winn et al. (2008a) did not observe TrES-3 at the actual times of occultations and that their data place no constraint on the albedo. Secondly, our revised light-curve parameters are relevant because the upper limit on the geometric albedo (p λ ) was inferred from the measured upper limit on the planet-to-star flux ratio (ǫ λ ) according to
Our revised value of (a/R p ) therefore leads to revised upper limits on the geometric albedo of TrES-3. However, this revision turns out to be minor: the new value of (a/R p ) is only 1.5% larger than the value used by Winn et al. (2008a) . The upper limits on the geometric albedo become weaker by about 3%. At 99% confidence, the revised upper limits are 0.31, 0.64, and 1.10 in i−, z−, and R−band, respectively.
There is a large spread in the observed radii and densities for transiting planets of comparable mass placed at similar orbital distance from stars of very similar properties (T eff , log g, [Fe/H], and age). For example, if we consider TrES-4 along with 5 other transiting planet hosts (excluding HAT-P-2) with similar characteristics (HD 149026, HD 209458, OGLE-TR-56, OGLE-TR-132, and WASP-1), the nominal masses of the attending planets vary by a factor of ∼ 3.5, but reported densities vary by a factor of ∼ 7.5 (e.g., Torres et al. 2008) . Many theoretical mechanisms have been proposed to inflate the radius of a strongly irradiated planet, such as additional sources of internal heating due to stellar insolation (Guillot & Showman 2002) , tidal heating due to non-zero eccentricity caused by gravitational interaction with an outer companion (Bodenheimer et al. 2001) or by rotational obliquity (Winn & Holman 2005) , elevated interior opacity due to enhanced atmo-spheric metallicity (Guillot et al. 2006; Burrows et al. 2007 ), or varying core masses (Fortney et al. 2007 ). None of these appear capable of explaining the observed spread in density in a natural way (see also Fabrycky et al. 2007 ).
Of the 6 stars just mentioned, all are more metal-rich than the Sun, except for HD 209458, which has [Fe/H] close to solar. Some of the above models (Guillot et al. 2006; Burrows et al. 2007 ) predict a positive correlation between the inferred planetary core mass and the host star's metallicity, as in the framework of the core-accretion model of giant planet formation (e.g., Pollack et al. 1996; Alibert et al. 2005 ). This idea assumes [Fe/H] closely tracks the metallicity of the protoplanetary disk, so that more metal-rich stars should be orbited by more metal-rich planets, with a larger heavy-element content. However, among these 6 systems only one planet (HD 149026b) has an inferred core mass significantly larger than zero, and four of the other planets have measured radii so large that the cores are likely to be insignificant. In fact, even in the absence of a core the observed radii cannot be reproduced by the models, with TrES-4 being the extreme case. Interestingly, over 40% of the transiting planets reported in Table 5 of Torres et al. (2008) do not appear to require any core at all to explain their sizes (according to the models of Fortney et al. 2007) . Taking all this into consideration, the claimed evidence for a core mass-metallicity correlation could indeed be seen as supporting the more widely accepted scenario of formation by core accretion, but from the indications above it may also be that a significant fraction of these objects formed in a different way (e.g., Durisen et al. 2007 , and references therein).
Given the evidence collected so far, we suggest that simply connecting the host star's characteristics to the structural properties of transiting planets may in fact be an over-simplification. We conclude by stressing the importance of refining our understanding of the complex interplay between the disk environment and a forming giant planet, and its evolutionary history after envelope accretion, which might turn out to be more directly responsible for its final structure and composition than the metal content of the parent star.
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Note. -The value adopted for the solar abundance of iron is log(N Fe /N H ) ⊙ = 7.52 Table 9 Table 9 . Each of the light-curves is labeled with the telescope and filter employed. We have overplotted the simultaneous best-fit solution, adopting the appropriate quadratic limb-darkening parameters for each band pass (see text for details). Table 10 . Each of the light-curves is labeled with the telescope and filter employed. As in Figure 1 , we have overplotted the simultaneous best-fit model, adopting the appropriate quadratic limb-darkening parameters for each band pass (see text for details). 
